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“A Christmas Prayer For You”  by E A Terry  Delivered 12 25 18
Ephesians 1:15 - 23 (Sermon)

While this prayer of The Apostle Paul is a prayer for any and all seasons I believe that it is very appropriate for Christmas because Christmas is all about Jesus coming to be with His people.   
God came to earth as a man so we could know Him.  
Jesus came to reveal His power and His love for us.  
Jesus came to provide a way to restore our broken relationship with our creator God.   
Paul prays for the things every pastor should want for their congregation.   
This is why Paul’s prayer for the church at Ephesus is my Christmas prayer for you this year.
Paul begins his prayer in verse 17, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation…”  
Wisdom and revelation are gifts from God.  
Paul prays that God will give believers the ability to see life as God as God see it and for us to apply God’s word to the everyday situations that we encounter.

Paul makes the knowledge of The Lord his first request for all Christians. 
 Please note Paul did not ask for physical healing, or for God to provide for all of our physical needs, or that the church to be delivered from all of their problems.  
Physical blessings are important but Paul did not pray for them because physical blessings are only temporary.  
Paul prays for spiritual blessings because they are much more important and spiritual blessings are for today and they will last throughout eternity. 

There are four spiritual blessings that Paul prays for God to grant all of the Christians.  
Paul prays for wisdom and revelation:
· so that every Christian will know God better, 
· so that every Christian will know and claim all of God’s wonderful promises, 
· so that every Christian will know and tap into God’s unlimited power, and 
· so that every Christian will know and fulfill their position in Christ.   

We find the first request in verse 17; “The Father may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you will know God better”.  
This knowledge of God Paul prays for is more than an intellectual knowledge of God.  
As you know there is a big difference between knowing the facts about someone and knowing them as a person.  
Knowing facts about God is good and important but knowing God goes beyond this. 
James 2:19 tells us even the demons "… believe that there is one God and shudder”

The word "know" is often used in Scripture to describe a close, personal relationship.  
Jesus came to earth on that first Christmas so that we could enjoy a personal relationship with our creator God.   
So this knowledge that Paul prays for is a personal knowledge of God and it is a full knowledge of God.  
Knowing God means that God is real to us, and that we are constantly experiencing His presence as we go about our daily routine.   
And as you know you can only really get to know a person by spending quality time with them each and every day.  
God gave us His word The Bible so we can know Him.  
That is why we stress Bible study and prayer.  
That is why every one of us should be involved in one of the small group Bible study groups that we offer at Mt Paran

The Apostle John tells us that knowing God is really what eternal life is all about.

 "Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”   (John 17:3)  
It’s wonderful to know that I belong to God however it is an infinitely greater blessing to know God Himself.   
Fully knowing God will be the supreme blessing of heaven: ". . . God himself shall be with them, and be their God" (Revelation 21:3).

In Jeremiah 9:24 God tells us that the source of our joy and our sense of our importance comes from the fact that we know The Lord. 

Next Paul prays that we will know and claim God’s promises.  
Listen to verse 18 in the New Living Translation, “I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the wonderful future he has promised to those he called.”   

The Bible is filled with wonderful promises for all those who love The Lord.  
God wants to be a real part of our daily life.  
God wants to provide for us, protect us, and to fight our battles. 
But before we can claim God’s promises we need to know what God promises are.  
Again that is why Bible study is so important and why every one of us should be involved in one of the small group Bible study groups that we offer at Mt Paran

Life for the Christian does not end at physical death but rather life for the Christian lasts throughout eternity. 
 God has promised us a glorious inheritance that will last forever. 
 Romans 8: 17 tells us that since we are God’s adopted children we are "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ . . . ." .   
God has also promised Christians a glorious future.  
We will spend eternity in a glorious place called heaven.  
We will have glorified bodies and we will be in the glorious presence of Jesus Christ. 
Heaven is infinitely more wonderful that you or I can ever image it to be.  
1st Corinthians 2:9-10 puts it this way “no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no human mind has conceived the things God has prepared for those who love him ...” 

Paul prayed that Christians will know God better; we will know and claim God’s promise and then Paul prayed that we will know and tap into God’s unlimited power.  
We find this third request in verses 19 – 21 “and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,  far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.”   

The Apostle Paul was not praying that the Christians be given Godly powers, but rather that as Christians we would know the power of God that is available to every believer and that every believer will know that power is already working in them.

Did you know that the greatest unused power in the world is The Holy Spirit of The One True Living God?   
The power of God is the power to speak and create the universe and the power to raise Jesus from the dead.  
This is the same power that is working in the in the world and in the lives of every believer.   
2nd Corinthians 5:15 tells us that a Christian is a "new creation."  
God is the only person who can create and it takes the power of God to make a change in the evil attitude and the evil actions of a condemned sinner into a loving caring Christian.


Remember the wonderful promise in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all this through him who gives me strength”.  
Now just imagine the changes that would take place in your life if you truly understood God’s power and if you sincerely ask Him to change you.  
Just imagine what would happen in our community if all of us in church today truly understood the power of God and if we tapped into it? 
Finally, Paul prays believers will know and fulfill your position in Christ.   
We find this in verses 20-23; “… when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” 


Christ position is one of authority and power.  
Everything on earth and in heaven is subject to Jesus’ authority and power.  
Philippians 2:9 - 11 tells us “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

You see when you know Christ’s position then you can begin to understand your position in Christ.  
When you understand your position in Christ you understand your role and responsibilities as a Christian.  
Christ is the head of the church and the church is composed of all those who believe Jesus is the Son of God and have asked Jesus to be their personal savior and have made Jesus the Lord of their life. 

As you know Jesus chose to save you from the penalty of your sins.   
Jesus also chose you to carry on the ministry He began when He was on earth.  
Since the church is the body of Christ, we are in effect Jesus’ hands extended to do His work.  
We are Jesus’ voice extended to tell people The Good News Of The Gospel.  
2nd Corinthians 5:20 tells us that all Christians are Christ’s Ambassadors.  
And Acts 1:8 commands all Christians to be a witness for Jesus.   
This is quite a responsibility.   
Being a good ambassador and a true witness requires us to think, to speak, and to act like Jesus each and every day.  
Since the Church is the Body of Christ it means that Jesus is counting on each one of us to work together so that we can continue the ministry of reconciliation that Jesus began while He was on earth.

God created each of us with specific talents.   
God put each of us at this specific place and in this place in history to do specific jobs for Him.  
When you know God’s plan for your life and you are doing what He has called you to do, you will be a happy fulfilled person.  
Not knowing God’s plan for your life and not doing what God has called you to do is a sin and leads to frustration in your life.  
You will never realize who you are in Christ until you know Christ, you know His promises to you, you experience His power working in you, and you understand the exalted position of Christ.


Paul would not have prayed for this spiritual blessing for Christians unless it was of great value and extremely important.   
God’s word to us today challenges us to continually focus our minds and our efforts on spiritual values. 
 As we begin to understand God’s plan and God’s purpose for us the love, the peace, the joy, and the hope of Jesus Christ will become real and will be evident in everything we say and do.  

That is why Paul’s prayer for the church is my Christmas prayer for each of you this year. 
 I pray that God will give each of you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation:

so that you may know Him better; 


so that you will claim His wonderful promises; 


so that you will tap into His unlimited power; and 


so that you will fulfill God’s plan for your life.   
Will you join me in praying that God will give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation?
AMEN
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