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“Is There Room For Jesus”   Delivered by E A Terry on 12 24 18

Luke 2: 1 – 20 

The circumstances which led up to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem are so familiar to us that we may not realize how remarkable they were.  
There were a number of seemingly impossible and seemingly conflicting prophecies written hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth that were fulfilled at Jesus’ birth.  
For example, the prophet Micah prophesied that the Messiah was to be “born in Bethlehem” (Micah 5:2) yet Jesus was frequently referred to as “Jesus of Nazareth” (Mark 1:9).  
The decree that Caesar Augustus signed forced Mary and Joseph, who were living in Nazareth to travel 70 miles to Bethlehem.  
“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.” (Luke 2:4-5).  
Caesar thought he was a god but Caesar was merely a tool used by Almighty God to fulfill the 700 year old prophecy of Micah that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.  
King Herod was another tool used by God.  
The jealousy of King Herod led to his ruthless decree to kill all of Jewish boys 2 years and under.  
So Mary, Joseph, and Jesus left Israel and went to Egypt.  
This led to the fulfillment of Hosea prophesy that the Messiah would be “called out of Egypt” (Hosea 11:1)  The point is this; God is in control.
When we think of Jesus’ birth we quickly picture a stable filled with animals and Mary and Joseph, watching the baby Jesus lying in a wooden feeding trough for animals.  
It may shock you but The Bible does not say Jesus was born in a stable.  
People assume that Jesus was born in a stable because verse 7 says, “And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them”.  
However, caves and make-shift lean-tos were also used as shelters for animals in Jesus’ day.

Because of the census the town of Bethlehem was filled with out-of-town visitors.  
However, we can’t help but wonder why Joseph’s relatives did not make room for Mary and Joseph.  
Since Mary was about to deliver her baby we can’t help but wonder why the innkeeper did not make room for Mary and Joseph.  
The point is this; God provides for His people.

We also assume that the manger Jesus laid in belonged to the innkeeper.  
But the Bible does not say who owned the manger or where the manger was located.  
While we might not understand, God knew what He was doing.  
Jesus was laid in a manger to demonstrate His humility. (Philippians 2:6-8). 
No room for Jesus is also a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “He was despised and rejected by men” (Isaiah 53:3).  
In addition Jesus lying in a manger reminds us of Jesus’ words in Luke 9:58, “Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”     
Just think about this if Jesus had been born in a palace or in someone’s home access to the baby Jesus would have been limited to a very few select people.  
But Jesus lying in a manger means that Jesus is accessible to all people.  (Matthew 5:28)  
The point is this: God is in control, God provides for His people, and God has a plan and a purpose.  

There was no room for Jesus 2000 years ago and sadly there are many places where there is no room for Jesus today  

There is no room for Jesus in our public schools today.  
When I was growing up the principal started each day by reading The Bible and praying for the students and the teachers.  
Sadly there is no room for Jesus in politics. 
At the Democratic Party’s Convention in 2012 the party voted to remove all references to God from their platform.  
Sadly there is no room for Jesus in many businesses.  
References to Christmas have been replaced with “holiday sales” and “x-mas”.  
Christmas carols have been replaced with secular music.  

Sadly there is no room for Jesus in government buildings or on government property.  
Manger scenes have been legally banned in most cities.  
Christmas trees cannot be displayed on public property.

Sadly there is no room for Jesus in most homes today.  
Bibles are not read and prayers of thanksgiving are not offered before meals in most homes.
In an attempt to be politically correct and not to offend anyone, many so called Christians do not even say the name of Jesus.  
They say Happy Holidays instead of Merry Christmas.  
When asked;” Are you ready for Christmas” most people are referring to shopping, planning parties, and cooking food instead of preparing for Jesus to be born anew in our hearts. 
We can not control what other people do nor can we control the government.  
But we can control ourselves.  
We all have a choice.  
So the real question for each of us this evening is: “Is there room for Jesus in your life?”  

Have you considered possibility that you are just as guilty of not making room for Jesus as the innkeeper in Bethlehem was 2000 years ago?

There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you do not read your Bible each day.  
1st John 1:1 states; “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God”.  
Then in verse 14 we read; “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”  
God gave us His Word so we could know Him, know His promises, and know His requirements for His people.  
God speaks to His people through His Word.  
So we will not know God’s plans for our life if we are not serious about studying and mediating on His Word everyday.  

There is no room for Jesus in your life when you are too busy to spend quality time in prayer with our Lord each day. 
Ephesians 6:18 is a command to pray about everything and 1st Thessalonians 5:17 is a command “to pray continually”.  
There is no room for Jesus in your life if you do not set aside some time each day just to enjoy our Lord.  
God created us in His image so we could enjoy fellowship with Him.    
Revelation 3: 20 should remind us of the need for fellowship with The Lord.  
“Here I am! I stand at the door(and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. (Revelation 3:20)

There is no room for Jesus in your life when you do not regularly attend worship.  
Jesus said, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”   
You are not making room for Jesus if you do not expect to have a personal encounter with The One True Living Lord every time you come to church to worship.

There is no room for Jesus in your heart if you do not obey all of The Lord’s commandments.  
Jesus said; “If you love me, keep my commands.”  (John 14:15)
There is no room for Jesus in your heart if you do not love your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
1st John 4: 7 - 8 says “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” (1st John 4:7-8)

There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you are so preoccupied with your own affairs that you do not see or address the needs of the people around you.  
Remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 25.  “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’”
There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you do not forgive those who hurt you or wrong you.  
Colossians 3:13 commands us “Bear with each other and forgive one another.  If any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13)

There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you do not encourage your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
Hebrews 3:13 commands us to “ But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.”
There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you argue and quarrel with your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
2nd Timothy 2:23 – 24 says; “Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.”
There is no room for Jesus in your heart if you do not share the good news of Jesus with your unsaved friends and coworkers.  
Acts 1:8 is a command “You shall be my witnesses”
There is no room for Jesus in your heart when you are critical of your spiritual leaders.  
Hebrews 13: 17 is clear “Obey your spiritual leaders and submit to their authority” 

There is no room for Jesus in your heart if you are ungrateful and complain about your circumstances. 
Remember complaining about our circumstances angers God! (Numbers 11:1) because in effect you are telling God that “He is not doing an adequate job of providing for all of your needs”    

There is no room for Jesus in your heart if you do not respond to the Holy Spirit’s transforming work in your life.  
God loves you like you are but God loves you too much to leave you like you are.  
God wants you to become more like Jesus everyday. 
Hebrews 3:14 warns us not to harden our hearts and Ephesians 4:30 tells us; “do not grieve The Holy Spirit”.

God’s Word to us tonight challenges each of us to take a serious look at ourselves to see if we are shutting Jesus out of any aspect of our life by our sinful attitudes and sinful acts.  
We all need to make sure there is room for Jesus in our heart.   
We all need to make sure that we are allowing Jesus to occupy the place in our lives that rightfully belongs to Jesus.  
We all need to make sure we avoid the possibility of following in the footsteps of the innkeeper by not making room for Jesus in our life each and every day in all that we do and say.
You see Jesus came to earth 2000 years ago to be with His people.  
That is what Emmanuel means – “God with us”.  
 God’s Word to us tonight challenges each of us to take a serious look at ourselves and to make sure that there room for Jesus in every aspect of our life each and every day of our lives.  
AMEN
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